Forgiveness, God’s Past Act for our Present Blessing
By
Pastor Walter Lucas

The doctrine of forgiveness is a wonderful truth of the Holy Scriptures [Psalm 130:4 ; Acts 13:38 ; Eph. 1:7 ;
Col. 1:14]. The ability to rightly divide the word of God [II Tim. 2:15] and see this wonderful principle of God’s
grace is a blessing in itself. However, to have the personal experience of forgiveness in one’s life is to have the
sin burden lifted from the soul [Ps. 35:9]. The hymn writer has truly said, “Burdens are lifted at Calvary”. Calvary
is where this wonderful work took place. The Father gave His son [Jn. 3:16] to die on the cross of Calvary.
Christ’s death and shedding of His sinless blood [Heb. 9:22] at Calvary paid the penalty demanded by the law for
sin [Ezek. 18:4,20] against a Holy God [Isa. 59:2]. It procured my pardon, paid my debt, pleased the Father,
purchased my freedom, and forgave my sin.
“Years I spent in vanity and pride, Caring not my Lord was crucified,
Knowing not it was for me He died, AT CALVARY.”
We read in the Book of Galatians, 2:20-21 “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead
in vain.”
The truth taught here is Positional truth. In salvation there is Positional truth (standing), and Conditional
truth (state). One who has been born again has a standing before God as righteous (Col. 2:10). This is also
referred to as Justification (Rom. 4:25, 5:1,16,18). So their position before God is, Acceptable, in His presence.
The condition they may be in at the same time may not be exactly where God wants them to be in their walk
before Him. Their condition (state) is changeable on a day-to-day basis and is affected by yielding or not yielding
(Rom. 6:11-13) to the Holy Spirit (the sanctification process). When my condition is not pleasing to Him, I am not
in fellowship (I Jn. 1:6). This is correctable with (I Jn. 1:7, 9) and personal confession of my sin. Confessing sin is
to say the same thing God says about our sin. He abhors it and so should we. Please note at the same time, this
does not give the Christian the right to sin (I Jn. 1:10 , Rom. 6:1-15, 7:14-25, 8:8,9). The Father will punish sin in
the lives of His children (Heb. 12:6). In order for sin to cause the Father (of a truly born again child, cf. Heb. 12:8)
to take away their salvation, eternal life can’t be eternal (Jn. 3:15, 10:28, 17:2, Acts 13:48, Rom. 6:23, Heb. 5:9, I
Jn. 2:25, 5:11,13), everlasting life is not really everlasting (John 5:24, 6:47, Heb. 13:20, II Pet. 1:11), and God’s
forgiveness is incomplete.
“The forgiveness of sins. We obtain through his blood, or through the atonement he has made, the
forgiveness of sins. We are not to suppose that this is all the benefit which we receive from his death, or that
this is all that constitutes redemption. It is the main, and perhaps the most important thing. But we also obtain
the hope of heaven, the influences of the Holy Spirit, grace to guide us and to support us in trial, peace in death,
and perhaps many more benefits. Still forgiveness is so prominent and important, and the apostle has
mentioned that as if it were all.” Albert Barnes' Notes on the Bible
Now we should look briefly at Gal. 2:20,21.
I am crucified – It is to be reckoned as when Christ died, I died. [Positional truth]
With Christ
nevertheless
I Live – I am alive right now, in the flesh. [Conditional truth] yet not I, but Christ liveth in me
Speaks to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, not living in my own strength but to Christ living His life out
through me. Also speaks to my body as a dwelling place for Deity.
And the life which I now live, in the flesh, I live by the faith of the [conditional truth]
Son of God, who Loved me
and
Gave Himself for me.
Verse 21 – If righteousness to be accepted in GOD’S presence could be obtained by my living the law, keeping
613 Old Testament commandments without fail, then Christ did not need to die.
This also is to be noted, Romans 6:1-15 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us

as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the
likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no
more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth,
he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall
not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. What then? shall we sin, because we
are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.
Because of Christ’s finished work on the cross, I am free from sin’s hold on me. (John 8:32-36) Someone said
to me once, “I believe Christ died and saved me from my sins past and present but not my sins I have not yet
committed.” The only thing I could say was to remind him that when Christ died on the cross for sin, ALL of his
sins were future, yet uncommitted by him, as he did not exist at the time of the cross. Scripture speaks to this as
well, John 17:20…”them which shall believe…”
Forgiveness is truly God’s once and for all past act. I no longer need to ask for forgiveness once I have been
born again. For one to be born again they must be forgiven, completely forgiven, forever. Will I fail Him? Yes.
Will I sin? Yes, until the day He takes me home to be with Him. O Blessed Hope and Glorious appearing!!!! We as
Children of the Living God should keep short accounts with God. We should stay “fessed up” as the old preacher
said. We should maintain daily confession of sins large and small. I John 1:7,9.
Forgiveness is truly our present blessing. If you are truly born again, your sins, past, present, and future have
been forgiven. You need not add fretting for sin to your list of present anxiety. You can pillow your head with the
assurance that you stand complete in Him. If you wake up dead, and read your name in the obits, it will be from
heaven you are reading. Absent from the body is present with the Lord for the believer.
“Thank you Lord, for saving my soul, Thank you Lord, for making me whole;
Thank you Lord, for giving to me,
The great salvation so rich and free.”
We shall conclude with some words on the subject from John Gill.
“..forgiveness of sins, which is sometimes expressed by a non-imputation of them, a non-remembrance of them,
a covering and putting them away, and a blotting them out, is an act of free grace and mercy, and yet is through
the blood of Christ; through that believers have it; Christ is exalted as a Prince and a Savior to give it, having by
his blood procured it; and this is a principal doctrine of the Gospel, which is published in his name, and which
the light of nature and law of Moses know nothing of, and cannot ascertain; the prophets bear testimony to this
truth, that everyone that believes in Christ shall receive the remission of sins, of all his sins. That there is a God is
known by the light of nature, and that sin is an offence unto him; but by it is not known in what way offended
Deity is appeased; nor does it, nor can it assure any that God will forgive sin on any account whatever; not on
account of mercy in him, nor on account of good works, or of repentance in them; God, as the God of nature,
does not forgive sin, but as the God of grace: and though the law of Moses declares what is good, and gives
knowledge of evil, yet admits not of repentance as a satisfaction for sin committed; nor does it represent God as
merciful, but as just, and so accuses, condemns, and kills: the doctrine of forgiveness is a pure doctrine of the
Gospel; and when it is preached aright, it is preached through Christ, not through the works of the law, not
through repentance, nor through faith, nor through the absolute mercy of God, but through Christ, through the
blood of Christ, which was shed to obtain it in a way consistent with the justice of God; and through his hands it
is given. When Christ is called a "man", it must not be thought that he is a mere man; he is God as well as man;
had he been a mere man, forgiveness of sin could not have been by his blood, or through his name, or for his
sake; it is because he is God, truly and properly God, that there is a virtue in his blood to take away sin, and
cleanse from it; see 1Jo 1:7.” John Gill
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